
Country Research funding 
organization

Average funding 
amount (in €m)

Maximum funding 
duration (in years)2)

Success rate
(in percent)

Germany DFG 0,28 3  30

Netherlands NWO 0,33 6 22

Switzerland SNF 0,50 1-4   48

United Kingdom AHRC 0,64 5 25

BBSRC N/A 5    244)

EPSRC 0,98 N/A 29

ESRC N/A N/A   234)

MRC N/A 5 22

NERC N/A N/A   314)

STFC N/A N/A N/A

USA NIH  0,411) 3-5   191)

NSF 0,34  2,93)  21

International comparison of funding characteristics of single project funding  
on the basis of new applications in 2017

N/A: data not available. AHRC, BBSRC, ESRC, MRC, NERC and NWO: 2016. 
1) On the basis of new applications, applications for renewal and applications for amendments. 2) 2018 or last available applicable 
documents without specific year stated. 3) Average duration. 4) Overall success rate.
Source: research funding organizations’ data. WIFO calculations in Janger et al. (2019).
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